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Ooluatton. oArrruj 
• The Salvation Army operates in 86 countries. It 
preaches the Gospel in 103 languages and maintains 
20,464 religious and charitable centers. 
Salvation Army Services include 
• Dispensaries and clinics 
• General hospitals and maternity homes and hospitals 
for unmarried mothers 
• Children's homes and foster care service 
• Settlements and day nurseries 
• Emergency lodges for women and children and hospi-
tality houses for transient men 
• Homes for senior citizens 
• Men's Social Service Centers, reclamation program for 
men who are provided housing, counsel, medical and 
psychiatric care as they salvage and recondition for sale 
materials donated by the public 
• Correctional Departments, whose officers visit prisoners 
in state and federal institutions, assist their families, 
help ex-prisoners find work, and conduct a Bible cor-
respondence course in which nearly 4,000 prisoners are 
enrolled 
• Missing persons bureaus, which find over a thousand 
persons each year 
• Employment services 
• Boys' clubs 
• Summer camps 
• Red Shield Servicemen's Clubs and drop-in centers, 
and Salvation Army-operated U S O Clubs 
• Immigrants' services 
• Evangeline residences providing moderate cost-of-living 
for business women. 
T H E QUARTERLY 
The History of the Red Kettle 
The collection kettle of the Salvation Army has become 
as traditional a part of the Christmas street scene as holly 
and mistletoe. How the red kettle originated, however, 
and why it exists, is a story not often told. 
It began on a stormy night shortly before Christmas in 
1894. A ship was driven onto the rocks by the wind on the 
Pacific Coast near San Francisco. The survivors, shivering 
and cold, were helped to shelter in a nearby Salvation 
Army building. The Salvation Army was hard put to care 
for the ship-wrecked people. California, along with the 
rest of the nation, was in the grip of a severe depression 
that year, and there were already many impoverished sea-
men and longshoremen in the shelter. 
It was not long before the food supply was exhausted 
and the situation looked desperate. Then one of the Salva-
tion Army lassies, ladling out the last few spoonfuls of 
soup, had an ingenious idea. Stepping out into the bitter 
cold, she carried the soup cauldron itself to a busy street 
corner, where she set up a sign that said "Keep the Kettle 
Boiling." She rang a bell to attract attention, and those 
passing by, amused by the little sign, began to drop coins 
into the kettle. That night there was soup enough for all. 
By the following year, word of the appeal of the kettle 
had spread. When Christmas time came around, thirty 
kettles were set up in towns along the West Coast to help 
the poor. In 1897 the idea found its way to Boston, where 
the kettles were "kept boiling" and 150,000 Christmas 
dinners were given to the needy there. 
Since the kettle seemed to capture the imagination of 
those who wanted to help others in the holiday season, it 
soon came to be a Christmas symbol of The Salvation 
Army. For sixty years now, happiness for millions at 
Christmas has come out of the bright red kettle. 
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